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Introduction
You may have pondered, “what in the world is rhetoric?” and furthermore, “why in this world is it important?” For some, the answer to these questions is quite simple, yet for others, seemingly more complex than at first meets the eye. In common tongue, rhetoric simply outlines the essence of persuasive communications—some will even go as far as to define it as manipulative discourse, giving the concept negative connotations in most modern contexts. Yet, if we can gain a fundamental grasp of the history and evolution of rhetorical approaches, impacts and implications in society since the dawn of human beings, to the emergence of script and philosophy in the ancient world, contrasting with degradation, segregation and ultimately the unification of diverse demographics about the chaotic state of current affairs, we will find that rhetoric is in fact a powerful tool if not catalyst for revolutionary and evolutionary digresses and progresses of humanity.

Objectives:
1. To create an overall understanding of rhetorical approaches
2. To introduce the issues evolving around rhetoric
3. To create an understanding of rhetorical principles
4. To briefly grasp an understanding of postmodern rhetoric
5. To explore critical rhetoric
6. To understand the impact of rhetoric on popular culture

Potential Advantage:
 	In this seminar, Doctor Raymie E. McKerrow from Ohio walks us through the foundations of understanding the rhetoric realities in the modern real world. To indulge even deeper into discourse of what rhetoric fully entails for Humanity’s sake, amidst an age of Globalization which has enabled a revolutionary manifestation of information exchanges, the only thing that seems certain and consistent is constant and indefinite change—of you, me, and everyone else in between. What all this means is that in each unique individual there exist an underlying responsibility to and dependency for the greater collective commonly called society, that alike all things of the known universe, is subject to life cycle.  Thus, we have come to consider the next rhetorical inquisition of reality: What makes you, you? And me, me? In other words, what are the variables and factors which define the nature of contemporary existence and function in-of society? Rhetoric is one scope of communication which will help us to interpret our worlds more objectively and just, which will ultimately enable humanity to correct its imperfections, and thus prosper in equilibrium and harmony.



Target Audience: 
Our guest speaker Dr. Raymie E. McKerrow designed the content of seminar on Rhetorical Approaches for the students majoring in Communication Arts, especially the 3rd and 4th year students.  The seminar content catered the diversity of the multinational students across the world. 

Date/ Time /Place: 
The seminar was on Friday 12th February, 2010 at 8:40 am in BUIC’s building 7, room no. 762. The seminar continued for two hours including the tea break. The registration area was arranged outside the room, in the lobby. The room could seat around 100 people and the interior was decorated with flowers, lights, posters and table cloths. Tea, coffee and cookies were served outside the room in the lobby area where the tea table was decorated with beautiful table cloth napkins and flowers. 


Presentation Form 

First part: An introduction about our guest speaker by the MC with a brief explanation about him and his field of work. 

Second Part: A lecture from our guest speaker about Rhetorical Approaches

Third Part: 10 minute break with coffee and snacks for guest speaker and team members.

Fourth Part: Question and Answer session by student 

Fifth Part: A gift of appreciation given to our guest speaker and photo session. 

Guest Speaker: Dr. Raymie E. McKerrow Profile:

Name: Dr. Raymie E McKerrow 

Present work: Professor, School of Communication Studies; Ohio University, Athens

Graduation
· Ph.D. 		1974 University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA
· M. A. 		1968 Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO
· B. S. 		1966 Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, IL
		1962-65 Attended Eastern Montana College, Billings, MT 
		(now Montana State University-Billings)
 
Work Experiences
· Ohio University, Athens
2005 Spring, Visiting Professor, Bangkok University/OU Doctoral 
Program
2003-present Director, McNair Scholars Program
2001-2003 Interim Associate Provost for Graduate Studies 
2000-2001 Associate Dean, College of Communication (half-time)
1996, 2000 Summer-Visiting Professor, OU/Hong Kong Baptist 
University-Communication program
1996–1997 Special Assistant to the Dean for Grants (part-time)
1995-present Professor, School of Communication Studies; Tenured, 1996
· University of Maine, Orono 
1984 -- 1995 Professor, Communication Studies
1990 -- 1992 Student Academic Services Coordinator, College of Social and 
Behavioral Sciences 
1984-1988 Associate Dean, College Arts and Sciences
1981-1984 Department Chair, Speech Communication
1979-1984 Associate Professor, Speech Communication
1976-1979 Assistant Professor, Speech Communication

· University of Wisconsin, Madison 
1974-1976 Assistant Professor, Communication Arts
1973-1974 Instructor, Communication Arts

· University of Iowa, Iowa City 
1971-1973 NDEA Graduate Fellow

· Colorado State University, Fort Collins
1969-1971 Instructor, Speech Communication; Director of Forensics

· Kearney State College
1968-1969 Instructor, Speech Communication; Asst. Director of Forensics

· Colorado State University, Fort Collins 
1966-1968 Graduate Teaching Assistant, Speech Communication

Award Winnings
· Raymie E. McKerrow Chapter of the Year Award, Sigma Chi Eta, National Communication Association, 2006- (annual award to community college honorary chapter of the year). 
Communication and Journalism Raymie E. McKerrow Award, University of Maine, 1976 – (annual award to undergraduate major).
· Honors: 
- Douglas W. Ehninger Distinguished Rhetorical Scholar Award. National Communication Association. 2006. 
- Outstanding Senior Graduate COMS Faculty Member. GradCo, Ohio University, 2005. 
- Outstanding Student Organization Advisor Award. Student Affairs, Ohio University, 2002.
- Charles H. Woolbert Research Award. National Communication Association, 2001.
- Outstanding Service to the Discipline Award. American Communication Association, 1998.
- ECA Teaching Fellow. Eastern Communication Association, April, 1998.
- David Descutner Outstanding Graduate Teaching Award. School of Interpersonal Communication, Ohio University, Athens, OH, 1997.
- ECA Research Fellow. Eastern Communication Association, April, 1997.
- Outstanding Alumni, Recognition for Exceptional Contribution. Montana State University-Billings, Billings, MT, 1996.
· Distinguished Maine Professor. Univ. of Maine Alumni Association Award, 1992.
· Distinguished Service Award. Eastern Communication Association, 1991.
· Distinguished Service Award. American Forensic Association, 1990


Summarization of the Lecture

	Our guest speaker began the lecture with the statement “Rhetorical Impulses Will Never be denied.” From this he goes on to explain how we as human beings somehow try to overcome something bad or something we dislike. This impulse to change our environment is evidence to the existence of Rhetorical Impulses.

	Because in order to change our environment we need to mirror, distort or create reality. And the tool to directly accomplishing this is Languages. Rhetorical attempts therefore can give effectiveness to truths via justifications of the positions one take, though this does not necessarily stand for the absolute truth.

	We engage in rhetoric because naturally we can’t live without communicating with others and ourselves; in order to establish knowledge, to speak up when things takes a wrong turn so as to prevent further damage and thus gather information before proceeding with our decisions and choices.

	Rhetoric therefore is the result of our motives in acting towards others whether out of love, duty or obligations.

	Dr. Raymie E. McKerrow goes on to enlighten us on the roles of audiences: to think critically and that we owe it to ourselves not to just accept everything because all in all when we engage in rhetorical discourses we are trying to justify our actions to one another and compile that which constitutes sufficient ground for belief and action and this may not necessarily be on the right direction. He also mentions the styles that we use to relate to people so as to influence them. Such delivery style captures the imagination and vision of the audience apart from communicating who we are with clarity and pleasantness.

	Though some are born naturally talented, a prospective orator can yet be trained provided he/she have some basic skill, motivation and desire to be trained.

	Dr. McKerrow further adds that symbols are means to persuasion in that they create co-operation via influencing belief and actions through languages.

	He focuses us on the rhetorical principles in terms of virtue, of our education, race, ethnicity, culture, talent and wealth etc. Differences are a normality and we use persuasion to overcome differences by identifying ourselves with others based on interests, desires and wishes. Such trade in our logical reasons results in universal loss and gain. Hence identifying with others compensates for the differences. Languages therefore select, deflect and reflect our visions of what exists and what should exist.

	Dr. McKerrow then clarifies for us the differences between motion and action simply saying that things ‘move’ and people ‘acts’. Our emotions may carry meanings or may not. A motion with meaning: that is its interpretations; and subjective significance is action.

	Language and symbols can therefore inform, influence or change minds, punish or praise our past, present or future. By naming, depending on the contexts, we are actually taking an attitude towards what we name. And yet we are not authors of our own words because we are bound by systems.

	Thus, our guest speaker introducers to us Critical Rhetoric before which he spoke of the framing of events in the Burke’s Pentad: that is the scene, the act, the agent, the agency and the purpose. He told us that grounded opinions exists without the certainty of knowledge; that absence can sometime be as important as presence; that one must take a stand in critiquing discourse.

	By mentioning the critique of western binaries Dr. McKerrow introduces Rhetoric and Popular Culture where he chose differing images of portraits, arts and photos that depicts rhetorical expressions of the time; example: Millet’s Gleaners, Picasso’s Guernica and fashion, identity and web based gaming; to inform us of the works of rhetoric as a natural phenomenon among human existence and how this leads to stereotypes in advertising and other media presentations, filming and sports; showing us how rhetoric influences socialization on the whole.

	That was the closing note on the lecture “Rhetorical Approaches” by Dr. Raymie E. McKerrow.

	During the question and answer session many issues were taken up for clarity; example that of world culture and identifying with others, women’s decorative functions in today’s marketing strategies and whether Asians are more acceptable to changes based on Western Binaries; where Dr. McKerrow gave us the honour of exploring each questions and issues carefully, portraying the impact and schemes of rhetorical functions in those fields.
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